WE CARRY
THE LIGHT

-


Balvir S Nandra



\We Carry the Light moon artwork NIBRIEIERAC RN PR R G

photographed in Centenary oI FINE T S
Square in Birmingham City Centre STTE T foaeEa E%‘é_ﬂ?”
by the statue of three of the e . D
original Lunar Society: Matthew ~ :_@ T Il T3
Boulton, James Watt and William . IS Q5 (ST
Murdoch. CHITRUEN @3&5121. BBIENE

catalysing action

"V THE LUNAR SOCIETY V@ Feritage

. — =y i i ) . Made possible with
WOOLLY O " ! 0 stimulating ideas  broadening debate

MAMMOTH

STHICH WORKS




=i

gf X ‘& *}; _ ? ; !
)5 S = ] N 2
~ T N
i & NS =

‘| think it's important to remember that women's history is hidden
history. There have been periods where women have been written
out of history for whatever reason, but that's not to say they didn't

have incredibly rich and important lives.”
HELEN CASTOR
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We Carry the Light was a nine month project which brought
together women to stitch personal stories of heritage, family and
life and to shine a spotlight on the knowledge and light that women
carry and pass on to others. This was a response to the lack of
representation of women in published Lunar Society history.

Much like the original scientists and industrialists of the Lunar
Society who met monthly for dinner and lively conversations at
Soho House between 1765 and 1813 (guided home by the light of
the moon), women from the local area were invited to come
together once a month to stitch, chat, discuss, create art and learn
from each other.

This booklet is our way of thanking the stitch artists who took part
for sharing their light and their talents with us.

This Woolly Mammoth Stitch Works CIC project was delivered in
partnership with Legacy West Midlands as part of the Lunar
Society Birmingham's Commonwealth Heritage project funded the
National Lottery Heritage Fund.
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The sunflower is natural, and it comes out in the
summertime. It looks so nice and beautiful.

This style of embroidery we do in Pakistan. It's
called Balochi. You can make a plain dress look so
pretty by adding a few flowers. | chose this stitch
because | haven't done it in a long time, so |
wanted to try to see how it came out.
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Pets are therapeutic and bring happiness.

My family is loyal and bring happiness, respect
and belonging.

My home is a safe haven, palace and a meeting

point.
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In Bangladesh my garden has a lot of plants and
leaves and trees. They have inspired my designs.
They remind me of home.
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64 pieces stitched for the artwork,




'In a world full of stars, be
a moon,; for she, too,
shines bright in her own
time and way.’
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| love gardening and to grow a lot of flowers in my

garden.
Flowers and leaves are beautiful.
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| love flowers and gardening. When | see flowers,
It makes me happy.

When you see the sun, your day is so bright.

The heart is for love, for my daughter and my
granddaughter. The D is for my granddaughter's
name.
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Flowers are for my love of gardening.

The hand is for the helping hands | offer to others.
The hearts are for my children and grandchildren.
The chef's hat is because | like to cook.
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My faith is very important to me.

My achievement is being a mum to my children and
being there for them.

| have a passion for perfume. The bottle represents me.
It's how | feel. If anybody knows me, they know | love

perfume.
Friendship is very dear to me. | have a circle of friends
around me and I'm always there for them.
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Sewing is something I'm passionate about. |
started at a young age, about 12 years old.

The prayer mat represents my five daily prayers
that | look forward to starting the day off with, until
the evening.

| like looking after household plants. They freshen
the room up.
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When | see a flower then | feel happy, they make
me happy.

| love my mom, so | stitched a heart as a sign for
her.
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Stitched by Zubeeda







| love flowers.
| always teach love and to live.

| love my cup of teas.
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| like flowers. | think when | see flowers, it makes
me happy.

Every summer | love to do gardening.

When | wake up, and see the fresh leaves and
plants, it makes me happy.
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| like flowers and plants. They are part of my life. |
like their colours and freshness. Their fragrance
makes me happy. They remind me of the small,
lovely garden | have in Algeria full of colours;
pinks, yellows, reds and whites.
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This beautiful flower represents summertime.
The smell is always so nice.

When you see flowers, you know summer is on
its way.
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We pray five times a day and reading the holy book gives
me peace and | enjoy that. Faith is important to me.
'Salaam’ means peace. We want peace in all the places
where conflict is happening, especially with genocide going
on in Palestine. Salaam is stitched in remembrance for them
and in support of people around the world, everywhere.
The moon with flowers is about reflecting light, like this
project.

A cup of tea for me is always just heart warming. Everybody
can sit round the table, have a cup of tea and always find
something in common to talk about.
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Stitched by Kafa
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Congratulations to all the stitch artists. P GTAR P wfgas .
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